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men, whose ships had admittedly been seized, added insult to injury. Pitt and his colleagues as yet knew very little of the facts of the case. The dimness of the notions then entertained about that region appears in a phrase used by Robert Listen, our envoy at Stockholm, that the waters behind Nootka Sound may be the opening to the long-sought North-West Passage.' In any case the demands of Spain carried with them their own condemnation. Accordingly, on 26th February, the Duke of Leeds replied to del Campo that the act of violence committed by Martinez " makes it necessary henceforth to suspend all discussion of the pretensions set forth in that letter until a just and adequate .satisfaction shall have been made for a proceeding so injurious to Great Britain."3
The writing here was that of Leeds, but the resolve was the resolve of Pitt. The original draft of this despatch is in the handwriting of the Prime Minister. As at so many crises, he took the conduct of affairs directly into his own hands; and Leeds, though lie doubtless agreed with him, was only his mouthpiece. George III and Pitt were equally desirous of peace; but on this occasion their determination was immutable. Satisfaction must be given for the insult, or else war must ensue.. In his despatch of the same date to Merry at Madrid, the Duke stoutly contested the right of Spain to the exclusive sovereignty, commerce, and navigation of the coasts north of California, and asserted the determination of the Court of St. James to protect its subjects trading in that part of the Pacific Ocean.3
When the facts stated on oath by Mcares were known by Ministers, they realized the extreme gravity of the case. Their demand for satisfaction having been ignored by the Court of
1 Liston to Auckland, I4th September 1790 (B.M. Add. MSS., 34433). * "F. O.t" Spain, 16.
1 Ibid. That Ihis resolve was that of the whole Cabinet appears in the following letter in the Pitt MSS. It is from Pitt to Leeds;
"Downing Street, Tuesday morning, Feb. 23, 1790.
" I cannot help begging to remind your Grace of the wish expressed that the answer to the Spanish ambassador should if possible be circulated before our meeting to-day. I am the more anxious about this, as no one would like to give a final opinion on the terms of a paper of so much delicacy and importance without having had an opportunity of considering them beforehand."ime made* tuinin»o - ,ui-.r with M.ithiir.', llim evidence {•- not ciiiwiiiriii);. "I'hr »s<icr(uiH-> "f MtMiri anil
